The Westminster Assembly and the Church

Lecture 4
The Church’s Worship
I. Private Worship
II. Public Worship
A. Life under Elizabeth I, James VI and I and Charles I

You were fain to get into houses privately to keep Fasts together, afraid that any should see you, lest the Bishops should know it, why did you Fast, why did you utter such sad Complaints to God, why did your tears drop so, what was your burden?...why, that he would root up these persecuting Bishops, and all the rabble that belongs to them, that we may have none but Christs own Officers, & Ordinances pure without this mixture, no Railes, Surplice, Crosse, &c. this was the businesse why men thus prayed, and fasted; and for these things the old solid Puritan prayed many yeers since, though died before these times; well, what those deceased Christians prayed for, and these living, God hath given this generation. (Stephen Marshall)
B. The Westminster Assembly and Debates over Worship
C. The Westminster Assembly’s Directory for Public Worship
D. Lessons from the Directory

1. The Priority of Public over Private Worship
2. The Priority of One Day over Six Days
3. The Priority of Conscience over Tradition

4. The Priority of the Word for Worship

5. The Priority of Honesty over Courtesy

A Prayer (to be adapted by the preacher)
‘And because wee have bene unprofitable heare[r]s in times past, & now cannot of ourselves receave, as wee should, the deepe things of God, the misteries of Jesus Christ which require a spirituall discerning, To pray that the Lord who teacheth to profitt, would graciously please to powre out of the spirit of grace, together with the outward meanes therof, causing us to attaine such a measure of the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our Lord, & in him of the things which belonge to our peace, that wee may account all things but as drosse in Comparison of him, & that wee tasting the first-fruits of the glory that is to be revealed, may longe for a more full & perfect communion with him, that where he is wee may be alsoe, & enjoy the fullnes of those joyes & pleasures which are at his right hand for evermore. More particularly that God would in a speciall manner furnish his servant now called to dispense the bread of life unto his houshould, with wisdome, fidelity, zeale & utterance, that he may divide the word of God aright, to every one his portion, in evidence & demonstration of the spirit & power, & that the Lord would circumcise the eares & hearts of the hearers, to heare, love & receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save their soules, make them as good ground to receive in the good seede of the word & strengthen them against the temtations of Sathan, the cares of the world, the hardnes of their <owne> hearts & whatsoever else may hinder their profitable & savinge hearing; that so Christ may be <so> formed in them & live in them, that all their thoughts may be brought in to captivity to the obedience of Christ, & their hearts established in every good word & worke for ever’. (The Westminster Assembly)
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